
Public Demands and Call to Action  
 
"If We Do Not Stand Now, When Will We Stand For One Another? Our Communities 
are Living a Continuing ‘State of Emergency’ in North Carolina. Knowing this, We 
Stand United to Reject Legislative and Executive Actions based on Divisions of 
Racism and Fear, and Embrace Instead the People’s Call to Action to Make Tangible 
Deposits of Goodwill and Trust through Deed as well as Words.”   
 
September 26, 2016 
 
John 8:32 Then You Will Know the Truth, and The Truth Shall Set You Free  
Isaiah 10:1 Woe Unto Those Who Legislate Evil, Who Rob the Poor of Their Rights, Who 
Make Children and Women Their Prey 
 
The NC NAACP State Conference, together with the local Charlotte-
Mecklenburg NAACP branch, Charlotte Clergy Coalition for Justice, and other partners, 
make the following demands for immediate action: 
 
I.   Full Truth & Transparency. 

 We call for the immediate release and disclosure of any remaining video footage 
in the custody of the Charlotte-Mecklenburg Police Department or State Bureau of 
Investigation related to the killing of Keith Scott. 

 We call upon the U.S. Department of Justice to conduct an independent 
investigation of the killing of Keith Scott.  After such investigation, if any officer is 
found to have engaged in misconduct, that officer must be swiftly prosecuted. 

 We call on the Governor, Attorney General, Mayor and all Local Officials to support a 
call to the U.S. Department of Justice to open and conduct an in-depth 
investigation into the patterns and practices of the CMPD and make those 
findings open to the public. 

II.   Enact Justice & Ensure Accountability. 

 We call for accountability for those officers who were wearing body cameras at 
the scene when Keith Scott was killed, but who chose to have their cameras 
turned off.  We call on the Governor and elected officials to enact heightened 
consequences for any police officers who fail to follow the protocols for their body 
and dashboard cameras, and make failure to do so a fireable offense.  

 We call for a federal standard regarding police use of lethal force, that includes 
additional training for police officers, guidelines for identifying and removing 
officers with a propensity to overreact, and a commitment from the U.S. 
Department of Justice, in collaboration with local prosecutors and the State 
Bureaus of Investigation, to aggressively pursue investigations, indictments, and 
prosecutions against law enforcement officers who harm or kill innocent civilians. 



 We call for the retrial of Randall Kerrick, the officer responsible for killing Jonathan 
Ferrell, another unarmed Black man shot in Charlotte just three years ago. 

III.   End to Legislative Violence Against People of Color and the Poor  

 We call upon the Governor, all elected officials, and the NC Conference of District 
Attorneys to support the immediate repeal of House Bill 972, which will, as 
of October 1, require a court order to release footage from police recordings, thus 
further enshrouding in secrecy a system already distrusted by the public that those 
officials claim to serve.  

 We call for a moratorium on the racially applied Death Penalty and the 
restoration of the Racial Justice Act in the State of North Carolina, and the 
aggressive pursuit of the end to wrongful convictions impacting African Americans 
disproportionately in this state.  

 We call upon elected officials to pass legislation that takes affirmative steps 
toward ending the immoral acts of racial profiling, excessive force, and systemic 
killings of African Americans and people of color by law enforcement.  Our laws 
must immediately more to: 

 Prohibit law enforcement officers from racially profiling, provide officers with 
racial bias training, and hold law enforcement agencies accountable by mandating 
better data collection of stop-and-frisks and other police encounters, and of any 
officer-involved killings. 

 Give citizen review boards meaningful authority.  Local citizen review boards, not 
just in Charlotte but in every community, need to have the power to: receive 
complaints from the general public, conduct independent investigations, and 
discipline law enforcement officers for their misconduct. Prosecution and 
punishment must be assured whenever the officer is found to have used the power 
of the badge, the state and a gun in contravention of the public good.  

IV.   Support for Righteous, Justice-Seeking, Non-Violent Protest 

 We call for the continued de-escalation and de-militarization of police practices 
used on protestors exercising First Amendment rights. 

 We call upon the media and elected officials to continue to broaden the 
conversation to address all forms of violence and correct the public 
information available about Charlotte today. We call on the media to tell the 
story of protestors gathering in Charlotte in grief and in righteous, justice-seeking, 
legitimate discontent raising a unified and righteous call that Black Lives Matter, 
instead of narrowly focusing on the story of a few provocateurs. 

 We call on Representative Robert Pittenger to do more than apologize for his 
statement that protesters in Charlotte “hate white people, because white people 
are successful and they’re not.” We call on Rep. Pittenger and all public 



officials, to make a public statement on their stance on the real criminal 
justice ‘state of emergency’ and on: reversing the attacks on voting rights in this 
state; ending the denial of Medicaid expansion and lack of access to basic 
healthcare; enacting a living wage of $15 and repealing regressive taxes that hurt 
the working poor; reinstating income tax credits and long-term unemployment 
benefits; repealing the Jim Crow 95-98 law which undermines the rights of workers 
to collectively bargain; reversing cuts made to public education; raising teacher 
salaries and rejecting school vouchers; realizing just immigration reform; rejecting 
attacks on women’s health and environmental protections; and respecting the 
constitutional rights and humanity of all people regardless of race, creed, class, 
gender, or sexuality. 

 Finally, we call for the issue of criminal justice reform and the end to racialized 
policing and police brutality to be made a centerpiece of the Gubernatorial, 
Senate, and Presidential Debates—starting this evening in the first Presidential 
debate. Every elected official or person running for office must make it known 
plainly whether the lives of people of color and the poor in this country matter, not 
just rhetorically but through their policies, budgets, and legislative and executive 
actions. We stand united with those across the country calling for this change and 
can accept nothing less in this time of moral crisis.  

 
CALL TO ACTION 
We call on all people of goodwill to join with us in this season of change to register 
to vote, register our neighbors to vote, and then exercise our votes with the urgency 
of people of goodwill who love our neighbors and reject the perpetual enactment of 
state-sanctioned violence in our name. 
 
We will not rest until the real ‘state of emergency’—of racism, poverty, inequality and 
dehumanizing and dividing legislation – felt acutely throughout our state today is redirected 
through a politics centered on the good of the whole and the moral and constitutional call to 
establish justice and love mercy.  
 

Forward Together Not One Step Back! 


